
ACT Research Fellowship in Biomimicry 
(posted: 24/08/2006) 

The European Space Agency's Advanced Concepts Team (ACT) is currently looking for highly motivated 
young researchers, with a good background on Biomimetics and good analytical and communicational skills. 
Biomimetics is one of the basic research categories of the Advanced Concepts Team 
(http://www.esa.int/gsp/ACT/biomimetics). 

Duties and tasks 

Successful candidates will lead the ACT activities in Biomimetics by performing high-level research 
(individual as well as interdisciplinary) and fulfil the following tasks: 

• Perform individual research on Biomimetics. Research is more concept- than experimental-oriented. 
• Identify promising new research trends in the area of biomimetics, assess their potential importance 

to space activities and develop the ACT response. 
• Provide expertise in biomimetic-related disciplines in support to research performed by the other 

ACT Research Fellows. 
• Promote studies and co-research with universities of ESA member states in the field of Biomimetics. 

(e.g. Ariadna programme; propose, initiate and conduct together with university institutes 
university-based experiments) 

• Facilitate the research exchange, cooperation and information flow between researchers (and 
institutes) of the different areas relevant to biomimetic research: biology, zoology, biomedical 
engineering, (space) engineering 

• Participate, with the rest of the team, in the assessment of proposed space system concepts (these 
not being restricted to the biomimetic field) and propose new concepts and assessment studies. 

• Communicate research results and make them available to ESA programmes and projects, 
especially in the Concurrent Design Facility (CDF) at ESTEC (see http://www.esa.int/esaMI/CDF/). 

Qualifications 

The candidate should hold a degree in a scientific area (biology, engineering, physics, zoology). She/he 
should also have completed (or be about to complete) a PhD focused on a subject related to Biomimetics 
(biology, bionics, zoology, biomedical engineering etc). Having good links with universities and research 
institutes and experience in space field are important, but not fundamental, assets. 

Application: 

Applicants should send their CVs and covering letter, stating their research interests to:  The 
general conditions of eligibility of the ESA Research (Internal) Fellowship Program should be fulfilled; these 
can be found at http://www.esa.int/hr/educational/fellow.htm In parallel, an application form should also be 
submitted to the personnel department as indicated in this web site. All applications will be given 
consideration until the available post is filled. A first round of interviews is expected to take place in October 
2006; to enter this call it is recommended to submit applications no later than September 20th 2006. For 
more information, please visit our website at:http://www.esa.int/act or send an email to:  
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